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GRAND OPERA HOUSE

ONE NIGHT ONLY.

Saturday, Dec. 29.
STuArT TROBSON,

PLBECTION OF WL H HAYDENY

Prossntivg Jolin BEaldwin Badks{one's chans-
inz Comeady,

LEAP YEAR,
Or the Ladies’ Privilege.

Alr, Rolsis us Mr, Dicnystos [imple
EF-A NIGHT TO BE REMEMRBRERED.

RAND OPERA HOUSE
«_ Friday, Dec. 28.

The Best of the Younger Comsfinns,

Mr. Charles Dickson

in His Latest and Biggest Suaceess:

ssesessssns Direct from l

" £ : its Great

s Jolly & Triumphs at‘
., Good * the Schiller

: Fellow. 8 Lheater, |
Sessasssesse Chicago.

GRAND o OPERA o HOUSE.

ONE NIGHT, MONDAY, DEO. 3=t
Get Heady Lo Greeb

JACOB LITTS

Grent HRecord Broaker,

oLD K¢ “{“3‘59

Imtroducing the Fanous
Pickaninny Brass Band.

Three Rentucky Thoreoughbesds in
the GREAT KACE,

sale of seats opéms Friduy, 2581h. No wd-

yunco in Pricex.
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THE

CHICAGO & ALTONR.R.

ONLY STONE BALLASTED TRACK
NO CHANGE OF CARS
BETWEEN
KANSAS CITY asxn CHICAGO,
KANSAS CITY axo ST. LOUILS, |

ST. LOUIS axo CHICAGO.

No Extra Charge for Passags In

Palacas Reeclining Chair
Cars
NOR IN

Fagt Ves'ibuled Limi'ed Trains.

Ask your own Home Tiekat Aﬁrm for tickots

via is Chlcugye & Alten Rallrosd, or write 1o

DB. BOWES, Gen'l Wesitarn Passvnger Aghe
318 KORTE BEOADWAY, BT. LOCIS, MO,
JAMES CHAARLTON,

Ganeral Passencger and Tickst Agsnt
O ICAGO, ILL.
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HIRAM HULSE.

X FLORIST.

—_— Y e —
o N S T t:l'"'-:

§ Cor. Elmweod and Willow Aves,,
Potwin FPlace, Topeska, Eansas.

2l

Grows and sells Planta, Makes
a specialty of Cut Flowers. Doas
ull kinds of fioral work in tirst

{ class minoner. Telsphons 458, .

TOPEEA !

Transfer Company,
509 KANSAY AVE

Tale, 3230. F. P. BAOON, Prop,

ARTHUR MASSAY, E

Practical = Horse-Shoer.

213 WEST FIFTH STREET.

Telephons 488, - - - Topaka.

ofwes with dlseaesd feet skilfni Tealed
hnnk aod rosd-shoeing & specialiy. d
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UNION PACIFIC ROUTE,

HOLIDAY EXOUHRSIONS l

The Union Paciflic will sell tickets ac- |

couns holidays to poiots within 200 milles |

at open ratez of one and oue-third fare

for the round trip.  Date of salas Dea

S8 24 94, 25, 3l and Jan 1, limited for
Telurn pREskge can. 2, 1805

A M Forrizs, City Agent,

See Girees Coal Co.'s
Premium “ad" o the Sth paga
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lay C
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Thin Is an Advertisement
Of Bnow's Pine E:Foewrunr., guarantesd
cure for cougha, coids and all broschial
trounblss.  Price 28c and SUc boities, For

snle by all druggists

NCE 1 was com-
pelled to maks
the trlp to Turin
by the way of
Corsica. 5o [ took
the egtenmer atb
Nica for Bastia

AB £00T &% We
were under WwWay
1 begua to look
around and ob-
serve my fellow-
phssengers 1 mo-
ticed m modest-
lonking JPyoung
woman sitting on

deck =slone “and
apparently a
stinnger. T iinmedlately said to my-
self, “There is my iraveliog compan-

ion.” so I placed myself where I could
wateh the graceful contour of ber
head and shoulders, the exquisite col-
oring of her richly tinted cheesls, and
the dreamy look of her duark eyes
gnzing far ount to sea, 1 noted the
fine lines of her hands, s little too
large nnd strong, bul white and
bedutifully shaped, the delicate shell
like ears whiek always indicate ol
blaoldl better then o gcertifieats of
birih, somotimses coatestible.

Without seeming to notlvee my serm-
tinw she settled bharself comforiably
in her clinir, opensd her suteliel and
tonik ont a newspaper, I rubbed my
hunds exultinely wod said:
me seo whnl she remds anpd T will tell
Sou her charscter aund thoughta ™ |1
giave the paper a gquick glavce and o
my surprise niw it was 8 Parisian
Journal. She begap at ths first pagse
with a dalnuy. satistivd manue
on and on, sometimes & smile oo her
lip=, but alwaysa louk of interested
atliention

I draw my seat nearer to har, took
out & volume of pooms I had bought
Jjust before starting. and pretended o
be equully Interested

A good mapuy passengers wallked np
and down, but she appeared to think
of nothing but ber paper. Finally she
seemed o have fulshed and laid it
down on 8 seat belwoen us [
mediately bowed snl said:

“Will madame permit me to glance
over her paper?”

rs r'i::lll

(TS

“"Certaiuly, wmounsleur, with. the
| greatest pleasure.™

“In the meantime allow me to
| offer this volume of poetry; it may

interest vou ™

*Thank you: is it amuosing "

This rather discoucnried me, when
ovne offers 4 volunme of love songs to a
waoman he does not expect to be
usked, “‘Is it smusing:” nevertheless,
I answered, "It is waore than smusing
—it is charming—delicious ™ 5

She opened the boolk and began to
vun throoghn I, with & lictle bewild-
eraed air,as if she was wot in the habit
of reading poetry, Suaddenly ] dasked:

“Deon't you like it?"

“Yeoi but I am not at all senti-
mental I like something gav—very
gay.” With that she closed the book

and we begah to talk.
I lsarnsd shae was
officer at Ajaceio;

the wifla of an
She was going to

rejoin her husband., She added she
had been drageed from ons Little
towr to another, and now she was

going 1o be baried in that lngubrious
isle of Corsien.

In soma wuy I fancied she did not

iove her husband-—loved him, perhaps |

I SOFTLY LAID MY

HAND ON HEAfS
with that cool reserve a woman gives
toa man who iy not congenial to her

She said she preferred living in Ly-
ons. She knew everyone in Lyons—it
waa her native place,

As we spoke of residencas
places she preferred, 1 asked;
do vou like Paris?”

Y“Oh, monsieur: do I like Paris? Is
it possible for anyone to aslc such
question??

And she bagan to tnlk of Parls with
such ardor— such enthusiasie—I said
to myself: “Thisis the string to pull™

Then she bagan to auestion ma
with almost bresthlass vagarnass; she
wanted w0 know everyibing st once.

She ran on for about an hour, thes
her guestions bagan to be exhanstad
and it was my time to taile. [ related
all the stories of the fashlonable
world I could think of T gave her o
beautiful idea of the grand dames of

nnd
“How

Paris, satistied her curiosity In the
most fantastic manner, told wooder-
ful adventures of thie gny ecity. She

listened with all her ears sad all har
heprt. Then I movked wish coruel
irony all thase poor women who wers
bound to husbands whe dud ool ap-
preciate them, and couaid not under-
stand their delicaoy of sentimernt

The aight hud comes—soft and
warm—the great steamer, throbbing
from ber machioery, glided over the
s2a—Dbepneath ap lmmense canapy of
violet sky, starred with drops of
fire. Suddenly my uelghbor was ap
and saying: “Itis Iate. [ most re-
tire. Hon soir, monsisur.”

Ianswersed: *““Homn joir,
nnd she wus gone.

madamea,™

1 knsw she must take the night dil-

“Now, let g

l
| lpence from Boslis to Ajaceio—thers

wits no other way to cross the mous
tains—so I lald my plans 1o meet my
fair companion sgain,. Next morning
as =oon &% we landed in Baslia I
bired the entire diligence for mydelf,

| sngaged avery seat

| The shades of night were falling

| when 1 entered the old yehicle for
A jnocia

The criver pama to ma snd humbly
asked: “*“Would I yield nny of ths
weals to s ludy?™

“What lady 2 brusquely demanded,

“*The wife of an officer going tlo
Ajnecio to jolo her husband.™

“Certainly. Tell the lndy I gludily
offer her a seat.”

My traveling companion spon ap-
peared, laughingly said she had been
saleep all the afternoon preparing
for her night trip across the mouan-
taips, thanked me for my kindooss,
and entered the carriage.

This old vehicle wus like s hermet-
jeally closed box—ao opunings, except
& door on ench side, with little gliass
windows above, We were sitting fuce
to face, opposite each other, and away
we started, the horses goiug on &
guick trot watll we reached the moun-
tains

Again 1 began to talk of Paris—
bright, Reantiful, bewildering Paris
She listened with keen attention.

By mow the night had growan so
dark I ecould searcely distinguish
the fiace of my companion. Th
appeared ke & whitish spat
in the surrounding gloom. The horsus
were slowly waikiog up ths steep
sscent—the carriasge lInoterns the
only light to show the rond.

My compuntion had been very quiet
for rome time, breathioy softly, with
now and then & guntle sigh The
darkness and silasee emboldansd me,
I cautiously sdvanced my feet and
touched hers. She did not move or
chunge her position. Then me talk
became mara insinvating—veiled

worda with hidden mesning. She
was still silent. Thea 1 softly 1usid
my hand oo herse It was not with-
drawn. Growiog still bolder I went
on whispering a lot of senthmental
rubbish; talked of "love #t frst
| might,” “windred spirits,” ete, with

my lips very near her ear—in truih
dangerously nsur her mouth. She
was still silegt. I faneind [ could
bear the beatings of her heart, mio-
gled with Ler gentle sighs,

At last I woftly placed my lips npon
her cheeks She startod as if just
sroused from sleep—but such a sturt!
1t barled me to the far slde of the
currlage. Thepn, before I had time to
comprehand, consider or even think,
1 received Bve or six frightful slaps
full in the face, then a perfect hall of
tisticuffs, hard and sharp, falling
evervwhere oo my head, my face, my
peck, quick saond fast as sumimnar rain.

In the vhiek darkness that sur-
rounded as | vainly triad to parry the
blows, Lo sefze her hands—Iimpossible;
&0 I turned around sod presented my
Litek to her furious attacks and hid
my head in the corner of the vehicle.

She seemad to comprehend, by the
sound of the blows, no doubt. this

| movement of despalr. anl suddenly
egensed to beat me, and throwing haor-
self baclk in the corner of the ocar-
ringe, sha burst intoa wild paroxysm
of sobs nad tears whieh continnad
for an hoar or sa, 1 shrinking back in
my corner distressed and very much
ashamed. [ wanted to spsak, but
what could I say?—‘“Excusa me?"
that would have been tame and ab-

| surd, What woold you have said?
Nothing—/just as I did

Finally she grew calm. Ws both
remalped ia our Ssepirate cornsrs,
mute anid motionless, the diligence

moving steadily on, only stoppiog
now und then fora relay of horses

The day begins to breaak;: as the
first pale rays of dawn begin to glide
into the earringe 1 look atl my neigh-
bor, =he seewms fast asleap.

The sun coming up from behind the
mountains disgloses an lmmeanse blae
zulf, streaked with gold, and sar-
rounded by snorimous peaks of gran-
ite. On the far side of thiagulf a
white city, steeped in the shading
light of the early morning, appenrs,

My peighbor starts up as if juss
aroused from sleep, and opens her
eves They are very red. She yawns
as if she had slept » loag thae,
blushes, hesitales a moment, than
stammars: “"Will we bé there soon?”’
“Yes madam, in less thao an hoar.™

‘O, I wish we were there.” L conld
well undarstand that wish. Her voice
was w little tremulons, her manner a
little confused; otherwise she seemgd
to have forgotten everylhing.

In abput an bour we arrived at
Ajmecio. A great dragoon—a kiod of
Ilarcules—was standing at the offics
door, waving his handerchief us the
diligencs sppeared. Thea driver had
searvely bronght hi=s horses toa stand-
<till before my nsighbor leaped into
hiis arms with & bopnd, embraciog
him again saod again: ““Oh, 1 am so
zlnd to see you. Ulow I longed to be
with you again.*

My trank had been tmken ddown
from the imperial I was sbout o
retire diserestly when she callad out:
“Oh, monsisur,.yonu are not going with-
out bidding me adisa.”

1 stammered: *'I leave you to your
haponiness, madame "

Then she turnsd to her hdsband,
saving: "My dear, you muost thupl
wonsieur for his kindness to me. He
has been churming, even offering me
a sent in the diligenece, which he en-

' razed entirely for himssift It is de-
Hghtful 1o meat with such an agree-
ahie traveling companion. ™

The husband warmly clasped my

hand, and thanked me with the grent-
ent effusion. His wife standing by
regarded us with a malicious, moelk-.
| ing smile, while 1 felt and looked
very foolish, 1 assure you.

| ©Old Lady—Would John be m good
catech for Mary? Old Mao—>Splead idl

| H-'s in the foot ball business and his
life is insured for §10,000.

For Stomach

Bowel,
Liver Complaints, and
Headache, use

AYER'S

CATHARTIC PILLS
They are purely
vegetable, sugarcoated,
speedily dissolved,
and easy to take.

Every dose

Effective
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